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Me, Michael Lissner
@mlissner

● Executive Director of Free Law Project
● Began work on FLP in 2010 while at School of 

Information at Berkeley.
● Founded FLP as a non-profit in 2013.
● IANAL
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Today’s Plan

1) What’s Free Law Project and what do we 
do?

2) Our projects and initiatives

3) Questions & Answers
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What We Do

● Free Law Project is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
focused on high-quality, open legal data.

● Goal: Use data, software, and advocacy to help 
academics, practitioners, and organizations 
improve the legal world, making it smarter, 
more competitive, and more innovative.



https://free.law
@freelawproject

Projects and Initiatives
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Projects and Initiatives

● Our main initiative.
● A search and awareness tool with an API, bulk data, email alerts, RSS feeds, custom 

Podcasts, etc.
● Four main types of data:

– 4M Opinions
– 25M PACER docket entries from 2.1M cases (6.2M documents)
– 1.1M minutes of oral arguments
– 8,500 federal and state judge profiles

● Latest opinions and oral arguments from court websites using about 200 scrapers.
● An API that allows programmatic access to complete collection.
● Bulk data for about 400 “jurisdictions” (includes Attorney General opinions, bankruptcy courts, 

military courts, state courts, etc.)
● Daily alerts, custom RSS feeds, Podcasts.
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CourtListener.com — Opinions

● 4M opinions from 422 jurisdictions.

● Nearly complete SCOTUS record, paired with SCDB.

● More opinions scraped from court websites daily (about 
300/day).

● Alerts, API, bulk data, searchable interface.

● 30M cross-linked citations.

● More (meta)data coming regularly.

● Audit scheduled later this year.
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Projects and Initiatives

“Turning PACER Around”
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CourtListener.com — RECAP Archive

● 2.1M cases, 25M docket entries, 6.2M PACER documents

● Sourced from:
– Crawling PACER directly for free opinions
– RECAP Extension (more in a second)
– PACER RSS feeds
– Bulk data gathering services

● Full text searchable including > 7M pages of OCR.

● API accessible, bulk data available.



https://free.law
@freelawproject

RECAP Advanced Search
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RECAP Search Results
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RECAP Dockets
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RECAP Extensions

● RECAP The Law — “Turning PACER Around”
– A browser extension for Chrome or Firefox that saves you 

money while you use PACER.
– Everything you purchase gets added to our public archive.
– Everything anybody else purchased you get for free.
– Use RECAP to save money and contribute to a public 

archive.

 � https://free.law/recap/ �

https://free.law/recap/
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RECAP Extension in PACER
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CourtListener.com — Judges 
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CourtListener.com — Judges 

● Developed with support from NSF and Knight Foundation.
● 8,500 judges from federal and state courts.
● API, bulk data, judge search.
● Campaign finance data for elected judges.
● Links to Oral Argument, Opinion, and RECAP databases.
● Political affiliations, education history, employment 

positions, clerkships, ABA ratings…
● ✨Soon: Financial disclosures for all federal judges✨
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William Howard Taft (1/4)
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William Howard Taft (2/4)
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William Howard Taft (3/4)
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William Howard Taft (4/4)
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CourtListener.com

Oral Arguments

CourtListener.com

CourtLOral Arguments
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CourtListener.com — Oral Arguments

● 1.1M minutes of oral argument audio.
– Every episode of The Simpsons...57 times.
– More than every episode of General Hospital

● Covers circuit courts (except 10th and 11th).
– 11th just started offering oral arguments on their website.
– 10th seems to be opposed.

● Automated transcriptions coming soon.
● Alerts, bulk data, Podcasts, online listening, etc.
● State courts on the list to add too, if people ask.
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Advocacy

● Neutral Citations e.g. “(2000 WI 80)”
● Oral argument availability on court websites
● RSS feeds of PACER/ECF documents
● PACER/ECF reform and modernization
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Other Projects & Initiatives

● SCOTUS visualizations made with University of Baltimore.
● A database of about 450 reporters as CSV or JSON, with 

abbreviation, alternate abbreviations, start date, end date, 
jurisdictions included, etc.

● A database of courts with unique IDs and other metadata.
● Citation graph with 30M inter-opinion citations.
● Pagerank scores for all opinions in collection.
● A collection of court seals.
● A collection of judicial portraits.
● PACER research and fact sheets.
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Funding and Money
(How is this all possible?)

● We apply for grants
● We join other people’s grants
● Two annual fundraisers
● Corporate sponsorship
● Paid engagements
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Thank You
Michael Lissner
mike@free.law —  @mlissner

https://free.law/donate/

Questions & Answers

mailto:mike@free.law

